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Guam is a unique island because

despite its tiny size it has many firsts,
oldest, tallest, biggest, deepest, and only
place in the world types of facts to share
with visitors. Guam’s Chamorro people
are descended from the oldest culture
in the Pacific Ocean and the island is
the biggest in Micronesia. The ocean
around Guam is the deepest in the world
because of the Marianas Trench. The
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island’s tallest mountain, Mt. Lamlam,
extends below sea level in to the
Marianas Trench, making it arguably the
tallest mountain in the world, taller than
Hawaii's Mauna Kea. You can visit Guam
and say you climbed the world’s tallest
mountain and swam in its deepest sea all
on the same day.

Another unique place in Guam is under
the sea in Apra Harbor. It is the site of

not one, but two old shipwrecks from
World Wars. What makes them special is
that they are each from a different World
War and they are touching. The SMS
Cormoran Il and the Tokai Maru lay side
by side, touching at their hulls, creating
the only place in the world where you
can touch a shipwreck from WWI and
one from WWII at the same time. As you
might imagine, each ship has its own
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story as to how it came to lie on the
bottom of Apra Harbor and each one is
interesting.

The SMS Cormoran |l was originally
a Russian vessel named the SS Ryazan
that acted as a combination passenger,
cargo, and mail carrier serving routes in
the North Pacific. She was captured by
the Germans as their first prize of World
War 1. It was refurbished and renamed
the SMS Cormoran Il. From the moment
she left the harbor on her very first
mission, the SMS Cormoran was chased
by Japanese warships. The pursuit lasted
months, ending on December 14, 1914
when the bedraggled Cormoran made her
way in to Apra Harbor with only 50 tons
of coal left in her bunkers.

At the time, Guam was a territory
of the United States and the island
was under the military rule of
Governor William John Maxwell. Although
the two countries were not at war at this
time, Maxwell still refused to give any
coal to the SMS Cormoran. In fact, he
ordered the Cormoran to leave Guam
within 24 hours or submit to detention.
This did not sit well with the German
captain, Adalbert Zuckschwerdt, who had
no choice but to submit as he did not
have the coal to outrun the Japanese
warships waiting outside the harbor.

The crew of the SMS Cormoran
remained onboard their ship for nearly

two years until Governor Maxwell became
sick and was replaced. The new governor,
William Cronan, allowed the German
sailors to leave the ship and come
ashore. The crew were treated like guests
of the United States and eventually
achieved a minor celebrity status with the
local people. The freedom to come and
go continued until April 7, 1917, when the
United States entered World War .

Following the official outbreak of war
between the United states and Germany,
the new Governor Roy C. Smith arrange
to have a message sent to Captain
Zuckschwerdt aboard the Cormoran. The
message informed the German captain of
the new situation between their countries
and demanded the immediate surrender
of the Cormoran to the Americans. The
crew was to become prisoners.

The message was taken out to the
Cormoran on a speedboat. While making
their way to the ship, the Americans
passed a supply boat coming from the
Cormoran heading for the shore. The
Americans hailed for the supply boat to
stop, but it didn’t. Finally, USMC Corporal
Michael B. Chockie fired a shot over the
bow of the Cormoran’s supply boat. This
shot, fired in Guam, became the very
first shot fired by the American forces in
World War I.

When Captain Adalbert Zuckschwerdt
received the message demanding the

surrender of his ship, he refused. Instead,
he offered to surrender his entire crew as
prisoners of war. He sent the Americans
back to the shore, asking for a written
response from Governor Smith. As the
Americans were making their way back
to shore to deliver the German captain’s
message, they felt a rumble in the ocean.
Looking back at the Cormoran, they saw
a huge explosion happening and the
ship slowly sinking beneath sea. Rather
than surrendering his ship, Captain
Zuckschwerdt had decided to scuttle the
Cormoran instead.

" He had hustled his 353 crewmembers
off of the ship and thought everyone
was safe during the four minutes it took
the Cormoran to sink. Unfortunately, he
was wrong. There were seven sailors still
on the SMS Cormoran when she went
down. Six of the sailors were recovered
and given burials with full military honors
in the Naval Cemetery in Hagatia, next
to Padre Palomo Park. The seventh
sailor's body was never recovered. There
is also a monument to the Cormoran in
the cemetery and the six lost sailors are
buried next to it.

The remaining crew and captain were
relocated to a prisoner of war camp in
Asan before eventually being transferred
to the US mainland. Captain Zuckschwerdt
was never fully accepted among his crew
again, who blamed him for the deaths of

Captain and officers of the SMS Cormorant
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Crew members of SMS Cormoran gather for a group photo during their New Years party 1915.
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Herbert Ward diving to the Cormoran.
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the seven sailors. He had fond memories
of his time Guam, though neither he
nor any of the crew ever returned. Both
they and the Cormoran herself were
forgotten for decades until a young
man who enjoyed diving in Apra Harbor
rediscovered the ship and her secrets in
the 1960s. The Cormoran may never have
been remembered had it not been for the
Tokai Maru.

In World War I, Japan had control of
Guam for two and a half years. During
that time, the US would often undertake
missions to retake the island and would
patrol the Apra Harbor area looking
for opportunities. The Tokai Maru was
a luxury freighter that had been re-
commissioned by the Imperial Army. The
Tokai Maru was used to transport cargo
and made many missions to and from
Japan and Micronesia. On January 21,
1943, the Tokai Maru left Saipan for Apra
Harbor in Guam. She was spotted on
January 24th by the USS Flying Fish, a
US submarine submerged just outside the
harbor. The skipper of the Flying Fish,

Lt. Commander Glyn Donaho, decided to
wait for the Tokai Maru. The submarine
waited for three days before finally firing
two torpedoes at the ship. One torpedo
hit the ship, causing major damage and
killing one crew member, but the Tokai
Maru didn't sink.

Part of the ship sat on the bottom
of Apra Harbor, but the Tokai Maru’s
deck was above the shallow water. On
May 5, 1943, the tough ship was struck
again by the USS Permit which fired a
number of torpedoes at the Tokai Maru,
one of which struck. In August, repairs
were made to the ship so she could fioat
and she was moved in to deeper water
at the northern end of the harbor. The
vessel was spotted by Lt. Commander
Merrill Clementson of the USS Snapper
and once again, the skipper of a US
submarine decided to lay in wait for the
ill-fated Tokai Maru.

A week later, on August 27, 1943, the
USS Snapper fired three torpedoes at the
Tokai Maru from outside Apra Harbor. It
took six minutes for the torpedoes to hit,
but the crew could see that there was
smoke pouring from the Tokai Maru. A
minute later there was another explosion
and the Tokai Maru started to seriously
sink.

The Japanese Army were convinced
that the torpedoes had been launched
from inside Apra Harbor and searched
inside the harbor for hours while the USS
Snapper got safely away. All this time,
the Tokai Maru was sinking deeper and
deeper in to the ocean, until by 7 pm, she
was completely gone. She came to rest
on the bottom of Apra Harbor, but was
not alone. The Tokai Maru came to rest
next to the SMS Cormoran, with their
hulls touching. Two shipwrecks from two
different world wars.

By this time, most people had
forgotten about the SMS Cormoran. The
Tokai Maru and the other shipwrecks
in Apra Harbor were better known, but
there were still stories of an older ship

lying somewhere on the bottom with
secrets to tell. The story was intriguing
to a young man named Herbert T. Ward,
who worked as an engineer but liked to
dive in his free time. Ward had heard the
stories about an old forgotten shipwreck
in Apra Harbor and went looking for it.
It took some time, but when he finally
found the Cormoran, he made an amazing
discovery. Ward became the first person
to find that the two shipwrecks were
touching each other, that two incredible
relics from history, two different wars,
were side by side under the ocean.

He made many dives on the Cormoran,
retrieving many artifacts from the ship.
He donated many of them to the Guam
Museum and the public will be able to
enjoy these when the new museum opens
this year.

Every year, between 1,500 and 2,000
scuba divers travel to Guam to dive site
of the SMS Cormoran and Tokai Maru
and place their hands on both ships. It is
an excellent dive for groups and nearly all
of Guam’s scuba diving shops offer a tour
to these shipwrecks. However, it takes
special certification to dive inside of the
ships, which can be extremely dangerous.
It is recommended that everyone contact
one of the diving shops here in Guam and
inquire exactly what type of certification
is required to dive inside the wrecks.

Diving outside is fantastic. The
Tokai Maru is a huge vessel so it is
recommended that you dive the much
smaller Cormoran first. You can see the
damage to the hulls of both ships that
brought them to the ocean floor where
they have been keeping each other
company for decades. Both vessels are
listed on the Guam Register of Historic
Places and the National Register of
Historic Places because of their special
place in history. The unique place they
have created as a diving spot where you
can touch history from two different
world wars at the same time is something
that can only be experienced in Guam.
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1/ SMS Cormoran on the bottom by
her fins and Tokai is above. 2/ The
lady is touching the Tokai and looking
at the torpedo damage hole and the
propeller shaft of the Cormoran is
near her fins, touching the Tokai. The
Cormoran has no propeller as it was
salvaged.
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I/ A monument to the Cormoran in the Naval Cemetery in
Hagatia, next to Padre Palomo Park. 2/ Six of German
sailors were recovered and given burials with full military
honors next to monument. |/N\HZF7®D/RL/AOE X
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