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By Ciney Hanson
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If a picture is worth a thousand words, then
these five talented photographers would be among
Guam's finest storytellers. Some are originally
from Guam while others have come from around
the world, but all of them call this island home
and have captured its beauty in all its forms.
Picturesque landscapes, charismatic faces, and
momentous imagery are the subject of their art's
expression and we are amazed, inspired, and
transported by its emotion. Photography is a
unique artform and these five are masters.




Herman Crisostomo
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When it comes to photography. the Crisostomo name is well-
known and respected on Guam. Herman is one of four Crisostomo
brothers. and one of three who has become a very successful
photographer. Originally from Guam. Crisostomo is the most
educated of our photographers. holding a Masters of Fine Arts from
Art Center College of Design. although this was not his first choice
as an undergraduate. "In college | wanted to major in business
but my first business class was Macro Economics. | was bored to
death.” he laughs. "So. | tried psychology. but after learning how
many ways the human mind can malfunction | worried about my own
mental health if | continued in that direction.”

Crisostomo had always liked art and decided to major in it. despite
concerns that he might end up a starving artist. Fortunately.
Crisostomo’s study choices included a commercial art class with
emphasis on advertising and promotional art. “There was a time
in my teen years when | hung out with a photographer. | thought it
was so cool that he knew what all those fancy dials and numbers
were supposed to do.” said Crisostomo. "This class required that we
have a camera for some of the photo illustration ads. | flashed back
on my teen years and how | wished | knew how to operate one of
those professional cameras with all the dials. gadgets and different
lenses. By the end of the semester. photography was it for me.”

At the time Crisostomo attended the University of Guam.
photography was not an approved discipline of the Fine Arts
program. Crisostomo successfully challenged the administration
and since then. photography has been a part of the curriculum
Photography became an important part of Cr\sostomo'sf,hfD that
lead him down other paths. ‘| soon realize that | loved photographing
people and loved the creative process of communicating with
pictures.” he said, "Eventually. this love evolved into cinematography
and I've bounced back and forth from print to film and video for the
last 30 years.”

Crisostomo has exhibited his work. but because of Guam's lack
of a proper gallery. it is his commercial work that is seen most
frequently. I had a few exhibits years ago but the venues for art
display have been barely adequate. We really need a good gallery
If art can inspire young minds then we owe it our young people to
display art properly with lights and adeguate walls. a place where
art can really be appreciated.”

Inspiration comes in many forms for Crisostomo. fine art. music,
faces. and often the very product he's shooting. A person with an
interesting face or demeanor can motivate the creation of an image
A muse-artist relationship between photographer and model can
be an endless reservoir of inspiration.” said Crisostomo. “Inspiration
can come from anywhere and as a photographer. 'm always tuning
in.’

Crisostomo is always working and his plans for the future call for
him to be equally busy. I will be releasing a 2010 swimsuit calendar
in late summer. I'm also publishing an online Magazine about Guam
before the end of the year and a video production is possibly in the
works.” he said. I would like to publish a photo book one day. I've
produced a few videos but haven't done a book yet. As long as it's
fun. I'm inclined to do it.”
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Viasako Watanabe
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A familiar name to readers of the Pacific Daily News. Masako
Watanabe is a photographer on staff at Guam’'s oldest daily
newspaper. Watanabe has worked for the Gannett Corporation for
many vears and is what brought her to Guam. | have been working
as a newspaper photographer since 1998." said Watanabe. who
is originally from Tokyo. Japan. *| was working for another Gannett
Corp. paper in California when | found out about an opening at the
Pacific Daily News.”

Like many of the photographers. Watanabe became interested
in photography in high school where. also like some of the others,
it was not her first love. I developed an interest in journalism as a
high school student mainly because | liked reading the newspaper
reading about journalism. | didn't think ‘| want to be a reporter or
even | want to be a journalist.” | just was interested in reading
more about issues surrounding journalism.” she said. "I was
interested more in journalism and then my interest expanded to
photojournalism while in college.”

She has a good eye for faces and isn't afraid to splash through
water to get the shot she's after. A humble person. Watanabe feels
a sense of responsibility to those around her. “I don't think of myself
as accomplishing anything in particular.” she said. "but | do feel my
most important role has been and continues to be that | document
and share what's going on in the community. whether or not it's an
important event or a small detail.”

Viewing herself as a chronicler of our lives is not surprising as
Watanabe's inspiration comes from people. "Mostly from people |
meet and things | see in the community.” she said. "also from other
work around us and viewing photography online.”
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From photographing celebrities to recording images of war in the
Gulf, Roel Santiago has had an exciting career as a photographer
for over 25 years. Originally from the Philippines, Santiago moved to
Guam with his parents at a young age. As an adult. Santiago lived
in Los Angeles for 12 years where he earned an associate of arts
degree at Orange Coast and Santa Ana Collages. He further honed
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his skill as an intern with prestigious media companies like CNN and
Prime Ticket

Santiago was able to work with celebrities. including Pamela
Anderson. one of his most memorable photo shoots. In spite of a
successfully growing career, Santiago decided to serve his country
‘| was three years active duty with the U.S. Army with a total 11
vears of service including being in the Army reserve.” said Santiago.
‘I was stationed in Korea. Panama. the mainland United States
Hawaii, Honduras. and the Gulf War during dessert Storm as a
combat photographer taking pictures.”

Returning to Guam. Santiago worked with the Pacific Pictures
Film & Video Production before returning to his freelance career. He
has had exhibits of his work at both the CAHA and the University
of Guam and was one of the staff photographers for Governor Felix
Camacho. His work has appeared in numerous magazines. including
Island Time. where he is a regular contributor. Yet despite all these
accolades, Santiago isn't satisfied. "Photography to me is on
going and | have not archived that perfect shot yet.” he said. "It is
constantly growing and changing and | still have a lot to learn to
this day.’

An avid fan of nature, Santiago spends a lot of time outdoors.
particularly on the shooting range where he is an expert marksman,
the highest ranking. Shooting is a passion for Santiago, either with
his camera or with a gun. Although. after spending time as a combat
photographer. Santiago no longer enjoys mixing the two. “That's not
what | want to be known for.” he said of his experience in the Gulf.
‘I would most like to be known as a commercial photographer that
loves shooting food. rather than people at war.”

Santiago credits working with professionals in the field as
being his greatest teacher. and cites local photographer Herman
Crisostomo as one of his mentors. He finds inspiration from his
family. friends. and this island. Sharing images of Guam has become
a mission. *| want to send a message on how beautiful Guam is.”
said Santiago, "and how we should take care of our land.”
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